CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

is the centre of the Chinese universe, as the
Absolute is the centre of the Indian Con-
fucianism may easily be translated into terms
of Western positivism; it could never be trans-
lated into terms of Hinduism. The religion
of the mass of the Chinese has always been
mere superstition, whereas m India, as I have
said, it appears to be true that the superstition
symbolises a real spiritualism Ancestor wor-
ship is the centre of the Chinese system, but
that, perhaps, ought not to be called worship at
all. It is rather commemoration, and as such
all educated Chinamen regard it* It is thus
rather a social than a religious institution, and
serves to bind the family together rather than
to foster a spiritual life. Its bearing on life is
a bearing on conduct, and it is but an intensi-
fied form of the feeling which, even in the West,
leads a man of distinguished family to feel that
he must try to be worthy of his ancestors.
What distinguishes the Chinese attitude in
this matter from that of the modern West is
its backward rather than its forward look.

1 Probably only the educated. To the mass, I
expect, it is really " worship," in the sense that they
expect to receive benefits from the spirits to whom
they ofier.
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